IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Poles agreed, dreaming of a peaceful eastward
expansion after the manner of the Jagellonian
precedent. However, Prussia refused to surrender
her gains from the partitions and won a diplomatic
victory. The Congress finally demarcated the
frontier between Russia and Prussia along a line
which remained unchanged until after the Great
War. Cracow alone, as we have already mentioned,
received an ironic semblance of independence.
Thus Poland again regarded Prussia as her worst
enemy and the Poles never forgot the German
attitude at the Congress of Vienna, least of all
when, in 1934, Hitler made * peace' with Poland
'for ever*.

However, the Poles now found the situation
tolerable. Tsar Alexander I even promised to re-
attach to Poland Lithuania and the Ukraine, the
territories that had once been annexed to her.
When he proclaimed himself King of Poland, the
majority of leading Poles loyally offered to ServtT
him. Even Prussia allowed a measure of autonomy
to continue in the Grand Duchy of Poznan, and
Austria alone gave no consideration to her Polish
subjects. But, as far as the 'personal union* was
concerned, this artificial edifice eventually collapsed
under the strain imposed upon it by the Russian
police spirit, by the failure of Alexander I as King
of Poland, the still worse failure of his successor,
Nicolaus I, and last but not least, the ferment of
freedom which began to work in the nineteenth/
century, St Petersburg held that the Polish Consti-
tution was a mistake and worked for the complete
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